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results in friction and chicanery unending;
common-sense without law becomes mere pater-
nalism tempered by tyranny. The happy me-
dium is the application of the law by common
sense, and nowhere may this be seen to better
advantage than here. Imagine the British Em-
pire administered for a year by Frenchmen! If
it were not for the horror of what would follow to
innocent people, nothing could be more gro-
tesquely ludicrous. The results to the humorist
would be even more illuminating than should the
English undertake to do the dressmaking and
millinery work of the French. I venture to say
that nothing in the whole realm of eestheticism
could be more awful than that.

Even as complicated a measure as the new
Small Holdings Act, which, roughly described, is
a bill to enable persons without land in England
and Wales to become possessed of a certain num-
ber of acres by proper payments, the land of
course to be leased or purchased outright from
the larger landowners, has been turned over to
the County Councillors to work out. When one
realizes the jealousies, and the jobbery, th^t sach
a taking and giving of property might entail, oke
must needs envy in a measure a nation whf l-e
there is a competent body of unpaid workers
willing to undertake so distasteful and so techw-